
2008 Salmon Creek Estuary Restoration  

and Wood Waste Removal 

      North Olympic Salmon Coalition           205 West Patison St., Port Hadlock, WA                        
  

Why was restoration needed? 
 

Estuaries are an important part of our coastal 

landscape. They provide abundant intertidal 

habitat for salmon and many other types of fish 

and wildlife. The Salmon Creek Estuary serves 

as a key transition zone for the juvenile of the 

threatened summer chum salmon as they adjust 

from freshwater to saltwater. The site was se-

verely impacted by human activities. 

Project Overview 

 

Location: Mouth of Discovery Bay, WA 

Size of Area Restored: 11 acres 

Amount of fill removed: 65,000 cubic yards 

Number of buildings removed: 5  

Project Cost: ~$1.5 million 
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came the site of a productive lumber mill. 
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scrap wood, bark and saw dust filled large 

areas of the estuary nearby. The result was 

blocked tidal flow, depleted salt marsh and 

poor water quality. 

 

Restoration of the Salmon Creek Estuary 

will encourage the return of threatened 

salmon and support a healthy estuary for 

wildlife and humans alike to enjoy. 

Project Sponsor 

North Olympic Salmon Coalition 

Project Partners 

Salmon Recovery Funding Board, Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program, National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, FishAmerica, Coastal Protection Fund, WDFW 

Sites Before 

Sites Post-Construction 



 

North Site Restoration  

 

The north portion of the project site 

includes an old log peeling and veneer mill. 

Wood waste was placed atop the historic 

estuary at the head of  Discovery Bay mid-

century during a brief history of log peeling 

and veneer making at the site.  Ground wa-

ter seeping through the wood waste  
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that become toxic in such large quantities.  

High levels of sulfur, ammonia and other 

wood waste leachates were creating toxic 

conditions for aquatic life in an existing 

tidal channel adjacent to the wood waste 

pile.  The wood waste was removed (25,000 

cubic yards)  from this site and the area was 

backfilled to achieve the final elevation 

South Site Restoration 

 

The second site, located to the south, has his-

torically been graded and used for pasture.  

The site is bordered by Salmon Creek and 

was graded to salt marsh elevation.  Some of 

the material was moved to an upland disposal 

site on the same property, and some was 

hauled off site. 

After 

Before 

After 

Before 

After 

2008 Salmon Creek Estuary Restoration  

and Wood Waste Removal 

      North Olympic Salmon Coalition           205 West Patison St., Port Hadlock, WA                        
  


